
 

Calendar 

October 13. Beginner 

bird walk at Sycamore 

Canyon. Meet at the 

Sycamore Canyon trail-

head at 7:00 AM. Cathy 

Walters leads. See page 

2. 

October 18. Monthly 

meeting and program. 

Learn about Starr 

Ranch, destination for 

our October field trip.  

7:30 PM at the Whittier 

Community Center, cor-

ner of Mar Vista and 

Washington. All are wel-

come! See details at 

right.  

October 20. Evening 

field trip to Starr Ranch, 

led by Linda Oberholt-

zer. Meet at Starr 

Ranch at 7:00 PM (or 

earlier for picnic din-

ner). See page 2 for de-

tails. 

October 20. Huntington 

Beach bird survey. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH 

WETLANDS CONSERVANCY 

B IRD SURVEY 
THE HUNTINGTON BEACH WETLANDS Con-

servancy is conducting a baseline bird survey 
of  approximately 100 acres in preparation for 
the restoration of an additional 66 acres of 
coastal wetland habitat along PCH from the 
Santa Ana River to Beach Blvd in Huntington 
Beach. This is an opportunity to bird marshes 
not yet open to the public. 

Date: Saturday, October 20, 2007 (note that 
this is the same day as our field trip to Starr 
Ranch!) 

Time: 6:45 AM (Please be on time!) Conti-
nental breakfast, training and assignments 

~7:45-9:30 AM- survey;  
~9:30-10:30 AM- 1 hr. wrap-up/

refreshments 
Place: Meet at the Wetlands and Wildlife 

Care and Education Center: 21900 Pacific 
Coast Hwy, corner of PCH/Newland St, enter 
off of Newland St (directly fronting the AES 
electric power plant) 

PLEASE RSVP to lenahayashiatso-
cal.rr.com, 714-963-3771 

Continental Breakfast and After-Survey 
snacks will be provided. Please bring the fol-
lowing if possible: scopes, binoculars, mud 
boots, hat and sunscreen. 

Maps and information will be passed out 
during the training session.  9-12 teams of 2-3 
birders will be organized to best suit birding 
abilities. Volunteers will be assigned to a spe-
cific survey zone but are welcome to drive the 
channel road to view other sites after wrap up/
refreshments.  The gates will remain unlocked 
to the channel road exits on Atlanta Ave. near 
Beach Blvd. Expect to be out birding from 1-2 
hours after the training session and then to re-
turn to the Center to hand in data sheets and for 
a wrap-up and to enjoy refreshments.   

OCTOBER MEETING 

AND PROGRAM 
L INDA OBERHOLTZER 

WE WILL LEARN ABOUT THE STARR 
RANCH Bird Observatory at the Whittier 
Area Audubon's October 18th meeting at 7:30 
p.m. We meet at the Whittier Community 
Center, 7630 Washington Ave. on the corner 
of Mar Vista St. and Washington Ave (not to 
be confused with Washington Blvd.) near a 
softball field and across the street from the 
Whittier Public Library.  

Find out about Starr Ranch, where we 
will have our Saturday, October 20th fieldtrip. 

Southern Orange County, one of Califor-
nia’s Important Bird Areas (IBA), encom-
passes some of the last remaining expanses 
of California’s southern coast wild lands. 
Starr Ranch plays a significant role in this 
IBA, protecting nearly 4,000 acres of imper-
iled habitats such as coastal sage scrub and 
needlegrass grassland in mosaics with oak 
and riparian woodlands. Rare habitats pro-
vide foraging and nesting for rare bird spe-
cies such as the Coastal California Gnat-
catcher (federally threatened) and Coastal 
Cactus Wren (CDFG Species of Special Con-
cern) in coastal sage scrub and Grasshopper 
Sparrow (proposed listing as a Species of 
Special Concern) in needlegrass grasslands. 

Starr Ranch Bird Observatory's (SRBO's) 
mission is to provide science-based educa-
tional programs that stimulate an interest in 
birds and conservation of bird habitat and to 
contribute to avian conservation through ap-
plied and basic research. 

SRBO contributes to Starr Ranch Field 
Ecology Programs by connecting people of 
all ages with nature through participation in 
educational programs that emphasize the 
tools and techniques of bird research and 
through volunteer participation in ongoing 
research. 
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OCTOBER F IELD TRIP TO STARR RANCH 
Our October field trip on Saturday, October 20th, will be an evening trip to the Starr Ranch Audubon Sanctuary, located 

in Trabuco Canyon. You can sign up either for an evening Wildlife Survey or Owl Prowl Walk. The field trip will last from 7
-9 p.m. and you can arrive early for a picnic dinner on your own. The cost will be $8.00 per person as a donation to Starr 
Ranch. 

Please let me know immediately if you are planning to attend. There are limited spaces available. I am involved in a bird 
banding training at Starr Ranch that day and will have to meet you there. You will need to have permission to enter the prop-
erty (it is a gated community) and map to get there. Please e-mail me at linaka@earthlink.net or leave a message at (562) 699
-9738 so that I can contact you with details. --Linda Oberholtzer 

SYCAMORE CANYON BEGINNER B IRD WALKS ON SATURDAYS 
WE’LL BE DOING OUR SYCAMORE CANYON WALKS again this year, but we are moving them to the second Saturday of the 

month. These are low-key hikes into our Whittier Hills on a gently sloping trail. The trail is located adjacent to Rose Hills 
Cemetery gate 17.  Note that the trail is not in the cemetery!  The entrance to Sycamore Canyon is a driveway just southwest 
of the entrance to the cemetery, and is pretty easy to miss.  If you’re not familiar with this area, Norwalk Blvd becomes Work-
man Mill Road after it passes Beverly Blvd. 

Our next walk will be on Saturday, October 13th. Meet at the trailhead at 7:00 AM. Cathy Walters will lead the walk.  
Rain or recent rain cancels this event as the trail is closed in inclement weather. Note that the trail is closed during times of 

extreme fire danger as well. If a red flag warning has been issued, you can expect that the trail will be closed. 

F IELD TRIP SCHEDULE 
BELOW IS THE FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE for the 2007-2008 chapter year. All of this is subject to change, so come to the monthly 

meetings and check the Observer, the web site (http://www.whittieraudubon.org/), and the Yahoo group (http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/whittieraudubon/) for up to date information. 

Date Destination Leader 

Oct 20 Starr Ranch / Bird Banding Linda Oberholtzer 

Nov 17 Prado Dam Jeff Allison 

Dec ?? Bill Bell Bird Walk Cathy Walters 

Jan 19 Bolsa Chica Jeff Allison 

Feb 23 Antelope Valley Larry Schmahl 

Mar 22/23 Morro Bay Area Jay Oberholtzer 

Apr 19 Mountain & Desert (Palmdale/San Gabriel Mountains) Al Moreno & Linda LeRoy 

May 16-18 Tucson Linda Oberholtzer 

Jun 21 Blue Ridge Larry Schmahl 



T h e  O b s e r v e r  Page 3    

JOIN WHITTIER AREA AUDUBON SOCIETY! 
EVERY MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS AUDUBON’S VITAL EFFORTS to protect birds, wildlife, and natural habitats.  For $20 per year 

you can support Whittier Area Audubon, receive 10 issues of our chapter newsletter, The Observer, and support our local pro-
jects and events. 

To join our local chapter, make your check payable to Whittier Area Audubon and send it  to Whittier Area Audubon, P.O. 
Box 548, Whittier, CA 90608-0548. To join National Audubon, make your check payable to National Audubon Society and send 
it  to AUDUBON, Membership Data Center, PO Box 52529 Boulder, CO 80322-2529. For faster service or to pay by credit card 
visit http://www.audubon.org/sa/ 

If you wish to receive the quarterly magazine from National Audubon, then you can join National for $20 for the first year, 
and $35 per year after that.  If you choose to join National Audubon, please include our chapter code on your renewal check: 
C17 7XBP.   Joining National Audubon automatically enrolls you in our local chapter. 

You can find your membership expiration date on the mailing label on your Observer. 

BRING YOUR CANS! 
REMINDER: BRING YOUR ALUMINUM CANS TO OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS.  We can raise funds by recycling your cans.  

SALTON SEA      JEFF ALLISON 
REMEMBER HOW HOT IT WAS IN LATE AUGUST? A group of Whittier Area Audubon members decided that it wasn’t quite 

hot enough here on the coastal plain, so we headed out to the Salton Sea to find some real heat. Larry and Matthew Schmahl, 
Linda Oberholtzer, Joan Powell, Al Moreno, and yours truly piled into Larry’s cool new van at 4:00 AM on an August morning 
and hit the road for Imperial County. We spent  a full day birding the south end of the Salton Sea, looking for anything, but 
hoping to find a number of rarities that had been reported including Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) and Roseate Spoonbill 
(Platalea ajaja). 

We were surprised to have some rain on the way down. As we passed through Palm Desert around 5:30 we were getting 
rained on while the car thermometer reported an outdoor temperature of 93º. What’s this about a dry heat? Luckily the rain let 
up before we reached the Sea, so we weren’t getting soaked at our first stop at the Wister Unit. While there we had some excel-
lent looks at perching Lesser Nighthawks (Chordeiles acutipennis), which was a treat. We then ventured onto one of the dirt 
roads but were soon stymied by the slippery mud that coated the road. Clearly there had been a good downpour in the area that 
turned the top layer of fine dirt on the road into slick, salty mud. Discretion being the better part of valor, we valorously aban-
doned the dirt road for drier ground. This may have cost us a look at the Roseate Spoonbills, but visions of pushing the van out 
of the mud were dancing in our heads.  

We spent the balance of the day cruising the roads south of the Sea, finding a good collection of birds. We finished the day 
with 103 species, including Yellow-footed Gull (Larus livens), Gila Woodpecker (Melanerpes uropygialis), Gray Flycatcher 
(Empidonax wrightii), Brewer’s Sparrow (Spizella breweri), and Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). 
The temperature topped out at 113º, so it was hot. But these are birds that are tough to find other places, so it was worth it. We 
missed out on our primary target birds, but it was a great day of birding. 

B ILL BELL RETIRES    CATHY WALTERS 
RUTH AND ED SHANNON HOSTED A RECEPTION at their home on September 13 to commemorate the retirement of Bill Bell, a 

friend to Whittier Audubon and editor of the Whittier Daily News for 24 years. Present and past WAS presidents including Felix 
Owens, Linda Oberholtzer, and Cathy Walters were present to honor Bill and to remind him that his continuing presence at the 
Bill Bell Bird Walk will be welcome, and by some, expected.  

Friends, family, City of Whittier officials, and non-profit organizations celebrated Bill's friendship, fairness, and love for Whit-
tier. Several past mayors and city council members jokingly commented on Bill's fairness, even in spite of their best efforts.  

The reception was attended by a number of WAS members and friends, including Jack and Helen Carlyle, Grace and Yosh 
Nakamura, and Francine Rippey.  

WAS extends Bill Bell a hearty congratulations on his retirement and our deepest thanks for his continued support. And, as we 
had a chance to share with him in person, we look forward to many more years of Bill's presence at the annual Bill Bell Bird Walk 
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Printed at... 

Don’t forget Whittier Area Audubon’s web site at      
http://www.whittieraudubon.org and our Yahoo 
group, which is called whittieraudubon 


